Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 120 K; mean (C-C) = 0.008 Å; R factor = 0.030; wR factor = 0.084; data-to-parameter ratio = 23.1.
In the crystal structure of the title compound, [HgBr 2 (C 6 H 4 N 2 ) 2 ], the Hg atom is four coordinated by two pyridine N atoms and two Br À anions in a considerably distorted tetrahedral environment. -interactions between adjacent pyridine rings [centroid-centroid distance of 3.648 (3) Å ] stabilize the crystal structure.
Related literature
For related structures, see: Ghiasi (2011) ; Steffen & Palenik (1977) ; Li et al. (2004) .
Experimental
Crystal data [HgBr 2 (C 6 
À3
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1998 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1998) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) .
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: BT5511).
shown in Fig. 1 stabilize the packing of the crystal structure.
Experimental
Mercury(II) bromide (0.72 gr, 2 mmol) was disolved in methanol (12 ml) and the solution was mixed with a methanolic solution (10 ml) of 3-pyridinecarbonitrile (0.42 g, 4 mmol). This solution was left to evaporate slowly at room temperature.
After one week, colorless prismatic crystals of the title compound were isolated (yield 0.64 g, 56.0%, m.p. < 570 K).
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H=0.96Å aromatics hydrogen atoms and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H)=1.2U eq .
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. 
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